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TOURIST GUIDES TALKING ABOUT THE LOCAL AREA

The project

This project was carried out Igecondyear Italianstudents (aged 1112) of Teserolower level
secondary schoglrentino, Italy.

It was conceivedn order to offer the CORElelegates¢ on occasion otheir Italian meeting,
October §' - 11™, 2013 ¢ an idea ofthe Dolomitc landscapewith particular dtention to its
naturalistic faunisticand geological aspects

It was quite an ambitious taskecausethe students had never experiencedtive roles of being
tourist guides. But all of therwere extremelyimpressed and enthusiastat participating inthis
new experience.
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Planning the task

LESSON PLAN ¢ SCIENCE IN ENGLISH n.

MODULE: Minerals, rocks, animals drplants of the surrounding landscape.
TIME: 50minutesper lesson
CLASSES: Il A and Il Bower Secondary Teserog schoolyear 2012/2013

OBJECTIVES: by the erd of this modulestudents will be able to:

1) Guidea group of people in Val VenegiRaneveggio
2) Talk about rocks, animals and plants of the area

3) Recognise landspe elements in the environment
4) Cooperate in a group

LANGUAGE PRE-REQUISITES: COGNITIVE SKILLS INVOLVED
Simple presentense all verbs Describe
Simple past dirmative form Compare

Memorize

Therewere two classes inMeed, and bothclassesvorkedon the same topics
The workwasdivided into three phases.
1 Thefirst phasestarted inthe classooms. All students watched videosgead texts,
specific exercises tacquiregeneral nformation about the aredghey were gang to study.

1 Secondlythey were split in groupseach with a specific taskside echgroup allmembers
had a role infinding andgatheringall possibleand necessary information toealizetheir
posters and write a text




1 The third and last phasecluded an outdoor actiwttoo. The studentwisited the territory
and decided how to organise theirork.

The groups working on the same topics met and exchanged their material. Thisiridinbe
product, which was used on Octobé? 2013.



Final product

1. THE STAVA BASINS
The Stava basins were built in 1961 and were used as a deposit for fluorspar wastes
coming from mining operations.
The basins were situated 150m above the valley floor, 800m from the first house of the
village of Stava.
On July 19th, 1985 at 12.23 p.m. the residents in Stava heard a rumbling in the ground,
followed by a white cloud similar to smoke.
The second basin collapsed on the first basin.
A great mass of water with mud fell down in the valley.
Stava was destroyed. 268 people were killed. 62 buildings and 8 bridges were destroyed.

2. THE PANEVEGGIO PARK
This park is in the eastern part of Trentino between Val di Fiemme, Val di Fassa, Valle del
Primiero and Valle del Vanoi. We have the big Paneveggio Forest of spruce firs in the
north, the dolomitic chain of Pale di S. Martino in the south east, and in the western part
the large porphyric chain of Lagorai.
Just to have an idea of this great area, you need a three-day walk to go around the limits
of the park.

3. PLANTS
In the Paneveggio Forest there are many species of plants. These are the Norway Spruce,
the Larch, the Pinus Cembra (or Swiss Stone Pine) and the Sorbus Acuparia.
The area is mainly made of forest.
The Norway Spruce | i ves between 1. 200 a3 mettes 8ighOlts me t r e
leaves are similar to needles. The cones are upside down on top of the tree, and mature
brown 5 or 7 months after pollination. Here the Norway Spruce is the most widespread
tree. It is different from the Silver Fir which has got needles that look like a comb. The tree

is 40-50 metreshigh. The cones are erect. The Silver Fi
the climate is too cold.
The Sorbus Acuparial i ves up to 2.000 metres of altitud

pinnate with 9-19 leaflets. Flowers are insect pollinated. The fruit is a small pome green at
first, bright red in later summer and usually contains two small seeds. A new plant can
grow only in the place where birds have left their droppings after seed digestion.

Near the mountain there are only Larches. The Larch is the only tree that looses its leaves
during winter. The leaves are fine, soft and in groups of 20-50 needles. It grows between
of .1000 and 2.000 metres of altitude. The Larch is a conifer belonging to the family of
Pinaceae. It is 20-45 metres high. Its cones are erect, green or purple. How to recognize
the Larch. It has got open crown, fine, light and green needles grouped in tufts of 20-30
leaves. The trunk has deep and vertical grooves.

The Swiss Stone Pine is a pine tree, 15 metres tall. It typically grows at the highest
altitudes. The tree can be 35 metres high. It generally lives near glaciers between the
altitude of 1.600 and 2.500 metres. Its top is round.




4. MALGA VENEGIA
This malga, i n Engl i sh s he phesenbunsinshinthe pastits
was used by shepherds to keep animals, cows and sheep during summer time. Now they
are used as restaurants, and resort places for tourists.

5. ANIMALS

1 RED DEER
The king of this forest is the Red Deer is a big species. It's a ruminant.
Male deers have stronger and thicker neck muscles than female deers.
Antlers can measure 71cm and weigh at least 1kg. They fall during the winter, and grow
again in springtime. In this period antlers are covered with a velvet which later falls down.
They eat food in two stages: firstly they ingest food and later when they are in a quiet
place they chew it.
The European red deer is adapted to woodland environment and it lives in the
A Panevaugghgenerally spends its winters at lower altitudes in woods.
Red deer changes the colour of its coat. Grey in the winter and more reddsh and dark in
the summer.
During the mating season (rut), adult red deers (stags) fight for the attention of the hinds.
In summer they migrate to higher elevation where females have babies.

1 ROE DEER
It is a Eurasian species of deer.
It is a relatively small deer, which can weight up to 35 kg. It is reddish in summer and grey-
brown in winter, it is well adapted to cold environments.
Only males have got short hantlers, and a short tail.
The roe deer is crepuscular. It lives in woods but can reach grasslands and forests. It
mainly eats grasses, leaves, berries and young shoots.The roe deer is poligamous. They
fight in early summer and mate in early fall. In June females usually give birth to typically
two spotted fawns of opposite sexes.

17T MARMOTS
The marmot lives in cold mountainous areas such as the Alps and northern Appenines.
It has a herbivorous diet, made of green parts of grasses, sedges, and herbs but it also
eats insects and bird eggs.
Alpine marmots live in social groups (usually 15-20 individuals).
They live in burrows and hibernate in winter. Marmots mate in May and can have up to
seven kids After birth, the young live in burrows and do not exit until they are about 40
days old.
When marmots are alarmed, they use loud whistles to communicate with one another.

1 ALPINE IBEX
The alpine ibex is a social species of big and strong wild goat.
The coat colour is typically grey, they are mid size and have horns.
Males have very big and strong horns. Females have small and short horns.
Alpine ibex are herbivorous. They eat grasses and a mixture of flowers and leaves.
The alpine ibex lives in the European Alps. It was reintroduced from the fiGran Paradisoo
National park.



1 CHAMOIS
The chamois is a large bovid.
Both males and females have short straight horns. Adult males tend to live solitarily for
most of the year.
The chamois eats grasses and herbs during spring and summer, and conifers, barks and
needles for the rest of the year.
The chamois lives at high altitudes and in precipitous, rocky terrains.
It spends the summers in meadows above the tree line. In winter it migrates to forests,
mainly in areas dominated by pines. The chamois is a social species.
The mating season is in November. Their kids are born in May.

1 GOLDEN EAGLE
Golden eagles are solitary and live in alpine meadows and rocky places.
Their wings are 2m wide. They have strong claws and a hooked beck. They are brown in
the back and white in the belly.
They are carnivorous and eat marmots, foxes, ¢ h a mgaousgpand sometimes goats and
sheep.
They usually mate for life and lay eggs in March.
The female usually lays up to ten eggs.

6. ROCKS AND MINERALS
ROCKS ARE DIFFERENT FROM MINERALS.
Rocks are made up of minerals. Each small crystal we can see here is a mineral. There
are some rocks that are composed only by one mineral (for example dolomia).
There are three different types of rocks:
Sedimentay rocks: Are formed from pieces of other rocks or pieces of living things.
lgneous rocks: Are formed when magma cools and solidifies.
Metamorphic rocks: Are formed when heat or pressure changes the original rock.

7. THE ORIGIN OF THE DOLOMITES

Under the Dolomites mountains, that were formed more than 290 million years ago, we
find porfiry: an igneous rock produced by intense volcanic activity. The erosion of volcanic
rocks produced the sediment that formed Val Gardena Sandstones, where we can find a
lot of fossils of plants and animals. Later the sea advanced and a strong evaporation
deposited other sedimentary rocks. They were formed by corals, sponges and algaes.
Then the African continent moved towards Europe. During the compressions the Alps
block was formed included the Dolomites that started to uplift. Only 20 million years ago
the Dolomites emerged from the sea.

For their exceptional beauty and because they represent an important period for the
earth's history they are included in the World Heritage List (2009).



The performance
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n. 1 pupils talking about deer

n. 2 pupils explaining the environment
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n. 4 the marmot's burrow
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